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SARDINIA SAILING CUP​
TOMORROW THE MEDAL SERIES OF THE OPEN WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP​
FORMULA WING FOIL WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS​
LEADERS: MADDALENA SPANU AND MATHIS GHIO 

Spanu: “Tomorrow I’ll be fiercer than my rivals.”​
Ghio looks ahead: “I hope to wrap it all up in just one race.” 

Among the athletes are also Carlo Ciabatti and Grae Morris, Olympic silver 
medalist in iQFoil. 

Cagliari – This afternoon the Grand Finals of the Formula Wing Foil World 
Championships took place, shaping the ranking that will determine the athletes 
heading into the last day of racing. The final showdown is set for tomorrow at 
Poetto, off Marina Piccola, home of the FIV Village. The Medal Series will be shown 
on the big screen at Marina Piccola with free entry, attracting fans and onlookers 
from 12:00 onwards. 

Tomorrow afternoon, Sunday, September 28, the Medal Series will be contested: men 
and women in two separate fleets, made up of the top nine athletes in the standings 
plus the golden ticket winners. Following a long-distance race open to all, the riders 
will battle for a spot in the final top 10. 

The wind, first westerly and later finally shifting to mistral, reached up to 14 knots, 
allowing the Gold Fleet specialists to complete their races regularly. 

Mathis Ghio stayed untouchable for his rivals: “I managed to win three races today and 
I’m really happy with my consistency and speed in these conditions,” said Ghio, already 
focused on tomorrow: “I’m very happy to be in a good position going into the Medal Series. 
Starting with two wins is a big advantage, and I can’t wait to compete—I hope to close it all 
quickly in just one race.” 

Maddalena Spanu confirmed her lead in the standings, with two bullets in today’s 
opening session, leaving no room for her rivals to climb to first place. “The other girls 



are very skilled and determined,” said Spanu, “but tomorrow I’ll be even more determined 
than they are.” 

Among the athletes competing in Cagliari at the Formula Wing Foil World 
Championships are also Carlo Ciabatti, part of Luna Rossa in the 2024 America’s 
Cup Challenger, and Grae Morris, Olympic silver medalist at Paris 2024. 

“Wing Foiling today attracts professionals from other sailing disciplines, from windsurfing to 
larger boats. We’ve never seen a discipline until now that brings everyone together from so 
many different classes. It’s great to have an event of this level in our home waters,” 
explained Carlo Ciabatti. “Several SailGP and America’s Cup sailors train individually on 
the Wing Foil, because the feeling across different disciplines is very similar.” 

Grae Morris, 21, from Australia, Olympic silver medalist at Paris 2024 in iQFoil, has 
thrown himself headlong into this Open World Championship. In Sardinia, he 
arrived straight from Portimão, Portugal, where he had just won the iQFoil U23 
World Championship. 

“My European season for iQFoil has just ended, and I’ve always thought about trying 
something different,” Morris said. “Taking part in this event is great training for my 
Olympic campaign toward Los Angeles 2028, because it’s a different kind of racing. There are 
very skilled athletes here, very strong competitors, and that pushes me to another level. I have 
high expectations for my performance.” 

 
 


