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SARDINIA SAILING CUP
DAY 2 - QUALIFYING ROUNDS CONCLUDED
49er, 49erFX and Nacra 17 World Championships

Spain’s Diego Botin and Florian Trittel, double gold in the Olympics and SailGP: now
chasing the 49er world title in Cagliari

Nacra 17: Italy climbs to third with Gianluigi Ugolini and Maria Giubilei

This weekend: live broadcast from Marina Piccola’s amphitheatre

Cagliari — The second day of racing in the Gulf of Angels marked the end of the
qualifying phase of the 49er, 49erFX and Nacra 17 World Championships.

Weather conditions were once again favourable, with a steady thermal breeze between 7
and 10 knots allowing the Race Committee to complete the scheduled program.

During Day 2 of the Sardinia Sailing Cup, competition intensified as crews battled in the
decisive qualifying races to secure a place in the Gold and Silver Fleets of the 49er,
49erFX, and Nacra 17 World Championships.

The final qualification races determined the split between the two fleets, setting the stage
for the Final Series Races, which begin tomorrow and will mark the real heart of the
competition.

In the 49er class, two Polish teams lead the provisional ranking: Mikolaj Staniul and
Jakub Sztorch top the fleet thanks to consistent performances in the Blue Fleet, followed
by compatriots Dominik Buksak and Adam Glogowski, who also scored a race win
apiece in the opening two races.

In third place overall are the Australians Jack Ferguson and Jack Hildebrand, who
claimed a bullet in the second race of the day in the Yellow Fleet.

Spain’s Diego Botin and Florian Trittel are currently fourth. The Italian duo Lorenzo
Pezzilli and Tobia Torroni have secured their spot in the Gold Fleet.

In the 49erFX class, Spain’s Paula Barcel6 and Maria Cantero have relinquished their lead
to Norway’s Pia Dahl Andersen and Nora Edland, now at the top of the provisional
standings, followed by Australia’s Laura Harding and Annie Wilmot, steadily gaining
form.

Good news for Italy: Jana Germani and Bianca Caruso (8th overall) and Sofia Giunchiglia
and Giulia Schio (14th overall) have both qualified for the Gold Fleet, which will launch
the first day of the Final Series Races tomorrow.
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In the Nacra 17 World Championship, the top two positions remain unchanged, with

Britain’s John Gimson and Anna Burnet maintaining the overall lead ahead of Turkey’s
Sinem Kurtbay and Alican Kaynar.

Italy climbs to third with Gianluigi Ugolini and Maria Giubilei, who dominated the final
race of the day off the Poetto coast. From tomorrow, in a Gold Fleet of 20 teams, Italy will
also count on Federico Figlia di Granara and Caterina Sedmak (14th) and Margherita
Porro and Andrea Spagnolli (15th).

Final Series Live Broadcast

Once again, Marina Piccola’s amphitheatre will host a live broadcast: on Friday 10,
Saturday 11 and Sunday 12 October, the races will be shown live with expert
commentary on the big screen at the FIV Village.

The same production will be streamed on the official Sardinia Sailing Cup channels and
on those of the 49er, 49erFX and Nacra 17 Olympic classes.

From the Olympics and SailGP to the World Championships in Cagliari

Among the 400+ sailors competing in Cagliari are Spain’s Diego Botin and Florian Trittel,

gold medalists in the 49er at the Paris 2024 Olympic Games and champions with their
team in the SailGP 2024 season.

Just a few days ago, Botin and Trittel raced in Cadiz for the Spanish leg of the 2025
SailGP circuit.

“We’re focused — we were already in race mode,” explains Florian Trittel,
referring to last weekend’s SailGP racing. “That really helps with the
transition; we don’t have to ‘switch back on” because we’re already there.
Returning to the 49er after the Olympics has been fantastic for us. We took a
year’s break but stayed active in other competitions, and that helped us
quickly regain our rthythm.”

“I think both circuits complement each other,” adds Diego Botin. “In the 49er
we spend long hours training on the water, while SailGP delivers
high-pressure weekends every month. It’s a great balance.”
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Winning Olympic gold and the SailGP title in the same season fulfilled two lifelong
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dreams for the Spanish duo, now chasing the 49er world title in Cagliari.

“They’re two very different experiences, but what they share has helped us
grow as athletes and as professionals,” continues Trittel. “It’s hard to say
which medal means more. As kids, we always dreamed of winning Olympic
gold, but back then SailGP didn’t exist. Achieving both now shows how
much we’ve grown.”

“The Olympics were always our childhood dream, then SailGP came along,”
adds Botin. “We’ve evolved as a team, gone through tough moments, and
both victories last season were truly extraordinary.”

The Poetto continues to impress even the most experienced sailors:

“Cagliari has welcomed us beautifully from the very first day of racing,”
concludes Florian Trittel. “The weather conditions are just perfect for the final
training stretch of the year.”

Sardinia Sailing Cup Side Events

The second side event, “A Sea Without Plastic”, will take place on Thursday, October 9,
2025, at 10:00 a.m., dedicated to the fight against marine pollution.

After the keynote “Journey at Sea of a Plastic Bottle” by Vania Statzu and Michela Congiu,
there will be a panel with Plastic Fighters / Transformers — activists, experts and
representatives of projects and institutions working in cleanup, awareness and recycling.

Speakers include Carola Farci (Rebelterra), Elisa Mocci (Regional Network for Marine Fauna
Conservation), Moreno Pisano (Plastron Project), Luisa Giua Marassi (Cagliari City
Council), Claudia Zuncheddu (ISDE Sardinia), and Andrea Orrt (Laguna di Nora
Environmental Education Center).

The session will be moderated by Luca Foschi (MEDSEA).

In parallel, children from Up School Cagliari will take part in the workshop “Leave Only
Footprints, Create from Recycling”, led by Maria Pala (MEDSEA), learning to care for the
environment creatively and respectfully.
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From September 23 to 28, the first stage featured the Wing Foil World Championships,

FI@

Federazione Ttaliana Vela

while from October 13 to 16, attention turns to the Next Generation Foil Academy
International Trophy — Powered by Luna Rossa, a project by the Italian Sailing Federation
led by Olympic champion and coach Alessandra Sensini.

The Sardinia Sailing Cup is a major event promoted and funded by the Region of
Sardinia, organized by the Italian Sailing Federation and the Lega Navale Italiana —
Cagliari Section, in collaboration with Chia Wind Club and Windsurfing Club Cagliari.
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